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WASHINGTON, March 8 — 
"The Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation mailed what some 
agents considered an “unsa- 
vory” tape recording made 
from an electronic, room bug 
to Coretta King to frighten her 
.husband, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
■Luther King Jr., into halting his 
■.criticism of the bureau, accord- • 
-ling to a former high official of 
•the agency. 

The mailing of the tape re- 
cording to Mrs. King was part 
-of nearly a decade of “harass- 
ment” of the late civil rights ■ 
Header by the bureau, several 
former agents and officials say. 

One retired agent, Arthur 
Murtagh, who was attached to 
the F.B.I.’s Atlanta field office,, 
said the moves against Dr. 
King were second in size “only 
to the way they went after 
Jimmy. Hoffa.” 

Yet there was never a crim- 
inal prosecution of Dr. King 
, ! and, these . former F.B.I. men._ 
say, there was a “dubious” ha-| , 
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Mrs. King said in a telephone 
interview that she recalled re- 
ceiving a tape recording in Jan- 
uary- 1965. 

“I received a tape that was 
rather curious, unlabeled,” she 
said. “As a matter of fact, Mar- 
tin and I listened to the tape 
and we found much of it unin- 
telligible. .We concluded there 
was nothing in the tape to dis- 
credit him.” 

Mrs. King said that she and 
her husband immediately real- 
ized ' that the tape had been 
made covertly and “presumed” 
it had been made by the F.B.I. 

Mr. Murtagh, 53 years old, 
who now lives in Constable, 
N.Y., said the “trick” of send- 
ing the tape to Mrs. King to 
discredit her husband was well 
known “among senior agents in 
the Atlanta bureau and some 
of them bragged about it as a 
smart stunt.” 

According to two former sen- 
ior F.B.I. officials, a wiretap on 
Dr. King later picked up a con- 
versation in which Dr. King 
told a friend that he was deeply 
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about his personal.life, includ- 
ing charges that he directed 
S.C.L.C. funds to his own use 
and to Swiss bank accounts. 

•SMr. Murtagh and other 
sources said there was a con- 
sistent practice of anonymous 
telephone calls, sometimes to 
make false fire alarm reports 
at locations where Dr. King 
was to speak and in other in- 
stances to friends and associates 
of Dr. King trying to sow dis- 
trust among them. 

Infiltration Believed 

In 1961 and 1962,. bureau in- 
telligence experts reportedly 
became convinced that two 
members of the Communist 
party had infiltrated the 
S.C.L.C. The intelligence men 
urged then Attorney General 
Robert F/ Kennedy to open a 
national security investigation 
of Dr. King, and he complied. 

Reliable sources said that Dr. 
King was under electronic sur- 
veillance well before Mr. Ken- 
nedy had made his decision. On 
two occasions, members of 
the Kennedy Administration 
warned the S.C.L.C. leaders to 
disassociate themselves from 
the alleged Communists be- 
cause they were leaving Dr. 
King open to attacks by South- 
ern conservatives in the Senate, 
but Dr. King refused to dp so 
unless the Government pro- 
duced evidence of Communist 
affiliation. 

In 1963, Mr. Kennedy author- 
ized a national security wiretap 
on Dr. King, then legal under 
federal law. Court testimony 
and, interviews with F.BII. and 
Justice Department officials in- 
dicate that the electronic sur- 
veillance continued for at least 
two years, from 1963 to 1965, 
and produced a massive amount 
of recordings. One estimate 
held that 5,0(30 separate con- 
versations went on tape. 

Former agents said the room 



bugs were planted in hotels 
from coast to coast as Dr. King 
moved, about the country. 

Despite this massive sur- 
veillance, veteran, agents said, 
there was never a recommen- 
dation for prosecution for vio- 
lation of any Federal or State 
law. Nor, several sources said, 
were grounds for any national 
security concern ever estab- 
lished. 

Testimony in Case 

In a .1969 Federal court case 
involving the boxer Muham- 
med Ali, a Federal agent testi- 
fied that he believed the tapes 
from the King investigation 
had been destroyed. But other 
sources amopg former bureau 
officials maintain that the 
tapes or transcripts of the 
tapes are still in the bureau 
and may be part of the ma- 
terial disclosed 10 days ago 
by Attorney General. Edward 
H. Levi. 

Mr. Murtagh said the bureau 
surveillance of the S.C.L.C. 
failed because it concentrated 
on gathering information 
about the mores and personal 
lives of the rights group’s offi- 
cials. 

“This was a little naive be- 
cause S-C.L.C. officials told 
me they couldn’t care less," 
Mr. Murtagh said. . 

Under laws in force when 
the tape . was reportedly 
mailed, it was both a potential 
crime and a violation of bu- 
reau regulations to use the 
tape, in this manner. 

The Federal Communications 
Act in force in 1964-1965 pro- 
hibited a police or Government 
agency from disclosing the con- 
tents of a taped or bugged con- 
versation to a third party. An- 
other section of the Federal 
criminal statutes makes it a 
crime for Federal employes to 
convert Government property 
and records to.other than offi- 
cial use. 




